Course Syllabus for Resource Room Social Studies
Course description:  * We will be learning all 50 states and their locations on the map

· We will be learning about the state of Indiana and its history

· We will be learning United States History

· We will be learning about United States Geography

Textbooks used:  Indiana by Bettina Ling , America’s Story by Vivian Bernstein, and United States Geography by Fearson

Units to be Learned:

· The history and geography of Indiana

· The Settlers of America

· Building A New Nations

· The United States Grows

· The Nation grows and divides

· After the Civil War

· The United States becomes a modern nation

· Problems at home and across the sea

· Our challenging nation

· Challenges in today’s world

Standards to be covered:  Standard 1 — History

Students will examine the relationship and significance of themes, concepts, and movements in the development of United States history, including review of key ideas related to the colonization of America and the revolution and Founding Era. This will be followed by emphasis on social reform, national development and westward expansion, and the Civil War and Reconstruction period.

Standard 2 — Civics and Government

Students will explain the major principles, values and institutions of constitutional government and citizenship, which are based on the founding documents of the United States and how three branches of government share and check power within our federal system of government.

Standard 3 — Geography

Students will identify the major geographic characteristics of the United States and its regions. They will name and locate the major physical features of the United States, as well as each of the states, capitals and major cities, and will use geographic skills and technology to examine the influence of geographic factors on national development.

Standard 4 — Economics

Students will identify, describe and evaluate the influence of economic factors on national development from the founding of the nation to the end of Reconstruction.
http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/PrintLibrary/socialstudies.shtml
Assessments Used:  Teacher made tests, textbook worksheets, unit tests/quizzes, and projects

Homework Policy:  See student handbook

Grading Policy and Scale:  Each student earns points for daily work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, and writing assignments.  The classroom grading scale is as follows:  

100% = At                    89% to 87% = B+     79% to 77% = C+        69% to 67% = D+

99% to 95% = A           86% to 83% = B       76% to 73% = C          66% to 63% = D

94% to 90% = A-          82% to 80% = B-      72% to 70% = C-        62% to 60% = D-

Guidelines for Behavior in the classroom and Student Responsibilities:
· Students should treat classmates and teacher with respect
· Students should respect other’s possessions

· Students should arrive to class on time and with the materials that will be needed for the class period

· Students should have all homework completed and ready to go at the beginning of the class period

· Students should raise their hands to ask permission to move around the classroom (sharpening pencils, Kleenex, etc.)

· Students will be held to the plagiarism guidelines in the student handbook

Teacher Website and Contact Information:

· Mrs. Marchand’s website can be accessed through the school website @ rcsc.k12.in.us  

· Contact information:  866-4661 ext. 124 or Melanie.marchand@rcsc.k12.in.us
Course Syllabus for Resource Room Science
Course Description:  
This year we are privileged to be part of an inquiry-based pilot curriculum through the Indiana Department of Education.  This is a very hands-on, minds-on curriculum.  .  This year we will be studying the basics of chemical interactions, weather, environmental conservation, and genetics.  

Textbooks used:  This program is a very lab based program and textbooks that will be used throughout the year will be included in each kit.
Units to be Learned: Chemical interactions, weather, environmental conservation and genetics.

Standards to be Covered:  Standard 1 — The Nature of Science and Technology

It is the union of science and technology that forms the scientific endeavor and that makes it so successful. Although each of these human enterprises has a character and history of its own, each is dependent on and reinforces the other. This first standard draws portraits of science and technology that emphasize their roles in the scientific endeavor and reveal some of the similarities and connections between them. In order for students to truly understand the nature of science and technology, they must model the process of scientific investigation through inquiries, fieldwork, lab work, etc. Through these experiences, students will practice designing investigations and experiments, making observations, and formulating theories based on evidence. 

Standard 2 — Scientific Thinking

There are certain thinking skills associated with science, mathematics, and technology that young people need to develop during their school years. These are mostly, but not exclusively, mathematical and logical skills that are essential tools for both formal and informal learning and for a lifetime of participation in society as a whole. Good communication is also essential in order to both receive and disseminate information and to understand others’ ideas as well as have one’s own ideas understood. Writing, in the form of journals, essays, lab reports, procedural summaries, etc., should be an integral component of students’ experiences in science.

Standard 3 — The Physical Setting

One of the grand success stories of science is the unification of the physical universe. It turns out that all natural objects, events, and processes are connected to each other. This standard contains recommendations for basic knowledge about the overall structure of the universe and the physical principles on which it seems to run, with emphasis on Earth and the solar system. This standard focuses on two principle subjects: the structure of the universe and the major processes that have shaped planet Earth, and the concepts with which science describes the physical world in general – organized under the headings of Matter and Energy and Forces of Nature. In Grade 8, students refine their knowledge about the relationships between physical objects, events, and processes in the universe.

Standard 4 — The Living Environment

People have long been curious about living things – how many different species there are, what they are like, how they relate to each other, and how they behave. Living organisms are made of the same components as all other matter, involve the same kinds of transformations of energy, and move using the same basic kinds of forces. Thus, all of the physical principles discussed in Standard 3 – The Physical Setting, apply to life as well as to stars, raindrops, and television sets. This standard offers recommendations on basic knowledge about how living things function and how they interact with one another and their environment. In Grade 8, students trace the flow of matter and energy through ecosystems and recognize that the total amount of matter stays constant.

Standard 5 — The Mathematical World

Mathematics is essentially a process of thinking that involves building and applying abstract, logically connected networks of ideas. These ideas often arise from the need to solve problems in science, technology, and everyday life – problems ranging from how to model certain aspects of a complex scientific problem to how to balance a checkbook.

Standard 6 — Historical Perspectives

Examples of historical events provide a context for understanding how the scientific enterprise operates. By studying these events, one understands that new ideas are limited by the context in which they are conceived, are often rejected by the scientific establishment, sometimes spring from unexpected findings, and grow or transform slowly through the contributions of many different investigators. The historical events listed in Grade 8 are certainly not the only events that could be used to illustrate this standard, but they provide an array of examples. Through these examples, students will gain insight into chemistry, specifically that of nuclear chemistry.

Standard 7 — Common Themes

Some important themes pervade science, mathematics, and technology and appear over and over again, whether we are looking at ancient civilization, the human body, or a comet. These ideas transcend disciplinary boundaries and prove fruitful in explanation, in theory, in observation, and in design. A focus on Constancy and Change within this standard provides students opportunities to engage in long-term and on-going laboratory and fieldwork, and thus understand the role of change over time in studying The Physical Setting and The Living Environment.

Assessments Used:  Notebooks, quizzes, tests, and participation

Homework Policy:  See student handbook

Grading Policy and Scale:  Each student earns points for daily work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, and writing assignments.  The classroom grading scale is as follows:  

100% = At                    89% to 87% = B+     79% to 77% = C+        69% to 67% = D+

99% to 95% = A           86% to 83% = B       76% to 73% = C          66% to 63% = D

94% to 90% = A-          82% to 80% = B-      72% to 70% = C-        62% to 60% = D-

Guidelines for Behavior in the classroom and Student Responsibilities:
· Students should treat classmates and teacher with respect

· Students should respect other’s possessions

· Students should arrive to class on time and with the materials that will be needed for the class period

· Students should have all homework completed and ready to go at the beginning of the class period

· Students should raise their hands to ask permission to move around the classroom (sharpening pencils, Kleenex, etc.)

· Students will be held to the plagiarism guidelines in the student handbook

Teacher Website and Contact Information:

· Mrs. Marchand’s website can be accessed through the school website @ rcsc.k12.in.us  

· Contact information:  866-4661 ext. 124 or Melanie.marchand@rcsc.k12.in.us
Course Syllabus for Resource Room Language
Course Description:  Every week the students will be given a spelling list consisting of 10-15 words.  Each week they will be tested on these words as well as their definitions.  The students will also be asked to complete a vocabulary chart, which will typically be due on Tuesdays.  
Textbooks used:  Steck-Vaughn Spelling Books and The Shurley Grammar Method
Standards to be covered:  Due to varying ability levels, we will be covering a variety of Indiana Academic Standards from grade levels 3-8.
http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/PrintLibrary/english.shtml
Projects and Activities:  How to Projects, Unit on the Holocaust, A Christmas Carol Unit, Autobiography Project, Descriptive and Narrative Writings, Book Reviews, and Mini-Books

Assessments used:  Spelling/Vocabulary Tests,  Teacher made tests, Spelling Books and projects

Homework Policy:  See student handbook

Grading Policy and Scale:  Each student earns points for daily work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, and writing assignments.  The classroom grading scale is as follows:  

100% = At                    89% to 87% = B+     79% to 77% = C+        69% to 67% = D+

99% to 95% = A           86% to 83% = B       76% to 73% = C          66% to 63% = D

94% to 90% = A-          82% to 80% = B-      72% to 70% = C-        62% to 60% = D-

Guidelines for Behavior in the classroom and Student Responsibilities:
· Students should treat classmates and teacher with respect

· Students should respect other’s possessions

· Students should arrive to class on time and with the materials that will be needed for the class period

· Students should have all homework completed and ready to go at the beginning of the class period

· Students should raise their hands to ask permission to move around the classroom (sharpening pencils, Kleenex, etc.)

· Students will be held to the plagiarism guidelines in the student handbook

Teacher Website and Contact Information:

· Mrs. Marchand’s website can be accessed through the school website @ rcsc.k12.in.us  

· Contact information:  866-4661 ext. 124 or Melanie.marchand@rcsc.k12.in.us
Course Syllabus for Resource Room Reading
Description:  This course will focus on intensive reading strategies (Wilson Reading, etc.).  A variety of novels and short stories will be read throughout the school year.  Comprehension will be heavily focused on also.  Each student will also be required to complete a daily journal.
Textbooks used:  Bridges to Literature by McDougal Littell

Supplemental Reading Materials:  

· SOS Titanic by Eve Bunting

· Strider by Beverly Cleary

· Daniel’s Story by Carol Matas

· There’s A Girl In My Hammerlock by Jerry Spinelli

· Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
· The Dive Series by Gordon Korman
· Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix

Standards to be covered:  Due to varying ability levels, we will be covering a variety of Indiana Academic Standards from grade levels 3-8.
http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/PrintLibrary/english.shtml
Projects and Activities:  How to Projects, Unit on the Holocaust, A Christmas Carol Unit, Autobiography Project, Descriptive and Narrative Writings, Book Reviews, and Mini-Books

Assessments used:  Projects, comprehension worksheets and novel tests

Homework Policy:  See student handbook

Grading Policy and Scale:  Each student earns points for daily work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, and writing assignments.  The classroom grading scale is as follows:  

100% = At                    89% to 87% = B+     79% to 77% = C+        69% to 67% = D+

99% to 95% = A           86% to 83% = B       76% to 73% = C          66% to 63% = D

94% to 90% = A-          82% to 80% = B-      72% to 70% = C-        62% to 60% = D-

Guidelines for Behavior in the classroom and Student Responsibilities:
· Students should treat classmates and teacher with respect

· Students should respect other’s possessions

· Students should arrive to class on time and with the materials that will be needed for the class period

· Students should have all homework completed and ready to go at the beginning of the class period

· Students should raise their hands to ask permission to move around the classroom (sharpening pencils, Kleenex, etc.)

· Students will be held to the plagiarism guidelines in the student handbook

Teacher Website and Contact Information:

· Mrs. Marchand’s website can be accessed through the school website @ rcsc.k12.in.us  

· Contact information:  866-4661 ext. 124 or Melanie.marchand@rcsc.k12.in.us
Course Syllabus for Resource Room Math
Course Description:  Each math class will begin with Bell Work.  Bell work is a short assignment (5 to 10 questions) that cover the basic mathematical skills.  Tests will be given after every 5 lessons.  Supplemental worksheets will also be given.  Various hands-on activities are also used on a daily basis (board work, white erase boards, etc.)

Textbooks used:  The Saxon Math Series and Holt McDougal http://my.hrw.com.
Standards to be covered:  Due to varying ability levels, we will be covering a variety of Indiana Academic Standards from grade levels 3-8.
http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/PrintLibrary/commonCoreMath.shtml
Assessments used:  Daily homework, quizzes, tests and bell work

Homework Policy:  See student handbook

Grading Policy and Scale:  Each student earns points for daily work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, and writing assignments.  The classroom grading scale is as follows:  

100% = At                    89% to 87% = B+     79% to 77% = C+        69% to 67% = D+

99% to 95% = A           86% to 83% = B       76% to 73% = C          66% to 63% = D

94% to 90% = A-          82% to 80% = B-      72% to 70% = C-        62% to 60% = D-

Guidelines for Behavior in the classroom and Student Responsibilities:
· Students should treat classmates and teacher with respect

· Students should respect other’s possessions

· Students should arrive to class on time and with the materials that will be needed for the class period

· Students should have all homework completed and ready to go at the beginning of the class period

· Students should raise their hands to ask permission to move around the classroom (sharpening pencils, Kleenex, etc.)

· Students will be held to the plagiarism guidelines in the student handbook

Teacher Website and Contact Information:

· Mrs. Marchand’s website can be accessed through the school website @ rcsc.k12.in.us  

· Contact information:  866-4661 ext. 124 or Melanie.marchand@rcsc.k12.in.us
